L.S. Departme... of Justice

Civil Righis Division

Ceftoe o the Assiafn: Amarune Senenal Hichieeron, D XAI95
Sepssrher 33, 1537
Ficnard Ford, Ezag
Tortscrn, Bertley anc Griffin
2.5, Box 744
A-nens, Seorgia 30885 .°744
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Dear Mr, Foro

This refers o your ragusst ThaT ths Atbtcocrney Seneral
reconsider and witadraw tke culy 3. 1%%1 ocoecticn intervcsed
Lnder Secticn & cf the Voting Eights aAct, 42 J.5.C2. 1873¢, o the
fcnange frem a piluralicy vorte to a majority vota regquirement for
mayoral eslections for the Zity of Monrcs in Waszoh Zounty,
Fecrdla. We regeived your reguest on August 1, 1337;
supplemental informaticn was recelived con Septembsr 28, 1597,

onoJaZy 3, LS551l, the Attorqey General interpessd an
ckyecticn tc the change o a4 majaricy vole reguirament, both Zor
citwv counctl and maysral eilectiocns. In the letter neotifving zas

citv o that dsterminaticn, we ncted that where voting 13
razially polarized, aszs is apparent in Morrces, the impesition of =
majority vote vegliremert i the context of ar-large slections,
oy ﬂf“du~¢1g nead-to-keasd oohitests, Cclear.y wWoluld operats 3s an
added obstacle to the portsntial for minori:y voters to selact

candidatss of thelr cholsz.  We goncluded trkat the city kad act
Tet itz burden under Secticn § ¢f showing that the charngs has
neither a dizeririnatory purpcse nor effsct. We denied ths
~ity’'s reguest o withdraw this chiection Ywize, on Cctcker 27,
1352, and Cctoker 2Z, 1993, O July 2, 19%&, the Artornay

General precliearsd a new mechcd of election Zov the oicy
councilmembers, and withdérsew the chjection to whe majorizy vore

reglirement for nitr’ council eleszisnsg. While we determined that

- & e

tne city had me: its purden undsr Section & wiin respect o the
use of majeority wvote for gity Ccuncfililmember sisctions (no

including the maysr! in .ight ol the new council methoa of
fcting plan, we did not withdraw the ckjecticn
= a

2lacticn and discri
2 the majority wvo: dirament for mavor.



mitlatlcnr ¢on the changs

ged on the informat-icrn
t, alocng with the
received ITrcm ohher

we nave rzoonsidered our ear.ler de
Co oa matority vels regulirament for maysr
Yo 1av¢ advancsd in support of your :aq
riorn in our £files and CCILTE
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Because you nave not orovided ary additicna. tnfcrratisn in
sunpcrs of vour rzcent regquest which Impacts cur conclusicng as
to thz ourpcse or effect of the submic-teg change, I remain unakls
to zonclude that tThe City of Monroe has carried its burden of
showing rhat the submitted change has neither a discriminatory
purpese nor 3 dissriminstory effect.  Sees Jsoprgis v. Unised

Ztates, 411 .5, £2& (19721 ; gee a_so zhe Procedures fgr fhe
ddmiriarrazion of Sectign 3 (28 C.F.R. £1.352:. Therefors=, on

behalZ of The Atccrney Senerai, I must czoline to withdraw the
cb’ection o the H“aqge from a pluraicy vcte to a majority vois

regulrarent for mayoral elections in zhe Jity of Monrce.

Igabells Hatz Pinzlier
Acting Asslistant Attorney General
Civwil Eighots Jivisicn



